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2026 New Ventures BC
Awards Ceremony

PROGRAM

4:30pm
5:30pm

6:30pm

Registration & Networking
AWARDS CEREMONY

Welcome Remarks
Host: William Johnson, VP Strategy & Operations at Overstory
Media Group

Remarks from Title Sponsor, Innovate BC
Presenter: Peter Cowan, President & CEO, Innovate BC

Alumni Impact Award Presentation
Presenter: Wal van Lierop, NVBC Board Chair
Speech by: Joshua Zoshi, Co-Founder & COO,
Saltworks Technologies

Thank you to the NVBC Volunteers
Presenter: Floyd Sijmons, Director of Operations and Mentor
& Jury “Wrangler”, NVBC

2026 Top 10 Jury Introduction & Final Remarks

Presenter: Rochelle Grayson, Founder, Mosaic Accelerator

Innovate BC $10,000 Woman-Led Venture Prize

Presenter: Angela Robertson, CEO, Acetech

Innovate BC $10,000 Life Sciences Prize

Presenter: Malcolm Kendall, Past Prizewinner NVBC Competition

Innovate BC $10,000 Sustainability Prize
Presenter: Kookai Chaimahawong, Executive Director, Centre for
Climate and Business Solutions at UBC Sauder School of Business

Innovate BC $35,000 Third Prize Package

Presenter: Chirag Jadhwani, Founder, PeerSupport.io

Innovate BC $60,000 Second Prize Package

Presenter: Paschal Okwundu, Founder, Binta Financial

Innovate BC $110,000 First Prize Package
Presenter: Peter Cowan, President & CEO, Innovate BC

Winner’s Remarks (2 Minutes)
Closing Remarks

Networking & Celebration



JURY & MENTORS

Thank you to our volunteers who generously share their time, knowledge,

and expertise with startups across B.C.

ROUND 3 AND 4 JURY

Frans Tjallingii
Irene Dorsman
Jennifer Hamilton
Julien Sellgren
Leah Nguyen

ROUND 2 AND 2.5 JURY

Aaron Cruikshank
Aaron Davey
Aaron Stuart
Alejandro Schenzle
Alfred Lam

Alireza Morsali
Alvin Chubbs
Amogh Oak

Anant Singh
Andrea Wood
Andrew McFarlane
Aylar Nash

Barry Haglund

Bill Archer

Bob Harper

Brady Fletcher
Brendan Smith
Brian Bapty

Bruce Sharpe

Cam Melvin

Casey van Maanen
Chang Han
Charles Lesperance
Chin Chang

Chloe Morrow
Chris Carvalho
Chris Randall

Chris Wiesinger
Christene Best
Christopher Chong
Claire Skillen
Clayton Weir

Cody Shirriff
Cynthia Shipham Brett
Dan DeBeyer
Darin Herle
Darren Frew

Dave Thomas
David Dunnison
Dean Pick

Deepak Gupta
Devin Gordon
Doug Manness
Ehab Samy

Erik Silden

Frans Tjallingii
Gabe Kalmar
Garry Chan

Geoff Catherwood

Rob Attwell
Rochelle Grayson
Thealzel Lee

Geoff Fawkes
Geoff Henshaw
Geoff Hultin
Gilbert Lei

Glen Sampson
Gordon Deans
Goran Fernlund
Gurminder Minhas
Hassan Pardawalla
Havind Sehmi
Henry Kutarna
Herman Lo

Hugh MacNaught
Irene Dorsman
Jacek Mis

Jason Jones

Jeff Addison

Jeff Graham

Jeff LaPorte

Jeff Sinclair

Jenn Henry
Jennica Palecek
Jennifer Hamilton
Jim Balcom

Jim Pratt

Joe Parenteau
John Carter
Jonathan Kagle
Julien Sellgren
Kate Dilworth
Kathy Nguyen

Katrina Carroll-Foster

Kenneth Odoh

Kookai Chaimahawong

Lauren Kulokas
Leah Nguyen
Lesley Esford
Linh Le

Luke Krueger
Maithri V Ven
Mahshid Farsani
Malcolm Kendall
Manoj Manathunga
Marjan Miremadi
Michael Liu
Michelle Ng
Michelle Sklar
Mike Hilton
Monique Morden

Mustafa Saeed
Myron Mynezes
Nana Collett

Nari Rampersad
Nate Xia

Omar Mawji

Olivia Olczak Day
Patrik Jones
Pawandeep Singh
Payman Samavarchi-Tehrani
Penelope Wood
Peter Andersen
Peter Payne

Peter van Bodegom
Peter Yap

Prasanna Naik
Prashant Agrawal
Pratap Gadhiraju
Rakesh Kumar Saini
Raul Vejar

Ray Silva

Richard Mardon
Rob Muir

Rob Peets

Robert Eisses

Rod Malehmir
Rochelle Grayson
Sam Pirzadeh
Samantha Simonton
Sara Khosravi

Sara Wang
Sebastian Nicholson
Shavi Morsara
Shreyansh Manchanda
Simon Backer
Sophie Ngo

Steven Jones
Stewart Rogers
Suzanne Gill

T. Leroy Smith

Tasi Gottschlag
Teresa Au

Thealzel Lee
Thomas Partridge
Tiffany Scarlett
Vallen Li

Victor Holysh
Walter Wardrop

Wei Chou



MENTORS

Adam Lorant
Alejandro Schenzle
Alicia Lenis

Alvin Chubbs
Amogh Oak
Anastasia Hambali
Andrea Wood
Angela Roberts
Aylar Nash

Barry Haglund

Bill Archer

Bob Harper

Brady Fletcher
Bruce Sharpe
Byron Thom

Cam Melvin
Caroline Lewko
Casey van Maanen
Chang Han

Chloe Morrow
Chris Carvalho
Chris Randall
Chris Wiesinger
Christene Best
Christopher Chong
Clayton Weir
Craig Thomson
Crystal Correa
Dan DeBeyer

Dan Howe

Daryl Hatton

Dean Pick
Deepak Gupta
Devin Gordon

Ean Jackson
Ehab Samy

Eric Bukovinsky
Feisal Nasser
Frank Leffelaar
Gabe Kalmar
Garry Chan
Gordon Deans
Goran Fernlund
Grant Jay
Gurminder Minhas
Herman Lo

Hugh MacNaught
lain Begg

Jason Jones
Jeff Addison

Jeff Graham
Jenn Henry
Jonathan Friesen
Jonathan Kagle
Kevin Jampole
Linh Le

Luke Krueger
Mahshid Farsani
Mark Thomson
Michael Liu
Michele Wallcraft
Michelle Ng
Mike Hilton

Mike Radano
Mina Fung
Monique Morden
Myron Mynezes
Nari Rampersad

Nate Xia

Olivia Olczak Day
Omar Mawiji

Paul Koros

Paul Lomonossov
Paul McAfee
Pawandeep Singh
Patrik Jones
Payman Samavarchi-Tehrani
Penelope Wood
Peter Andersen
Peter de Verteuil
Peter Wilkins

Peter Yap

Prasanna Naik
Prashant Agrawal
Pratap Gadhiraju
Rakesh Kumar Saini
Raul Vejar

Ray Silva

Richard Miller

Rob Fuller

Robert Eisses

Rod Malehmir
Samantha Simonton
Sara Wang
Sebastian Nicholson
Shreyansh Manchanda
Solmaz Sobhanifar
T. Leroy Smith
Tiffany Scarlett

Udi Daon

Walter Wardrop

Wei Chou

Zach Weber




NEW VENTURES BC SOCIETY
2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIR
Wal van Lierop, Founding Partner, Chrysa-
lix Venture Capital

VICE-CHAIR
Todd Farrell, Entrepreneur & Investor

TREASURER
Anita Chang, Partner, EY

BOARD MEMBERS

Norma Biln

Past competition winner, Chair, Augurex
Life Sciences

Terri Griffith

Keith Beedie Chair in Innovation and
Entrepreneurship, SFU Beedie School of
Business

Geordie Henderson
Past Competition winner

Larkin MacKenzie-Ast
Head, Personnel Compliance Office,
Google

Geoff Pedlow
Partner, Fasken

J. Brock Smith

Professor, Winspear Scholar, Peter B
Gustavson School of Business,
University of Victoria

David Shore
Co-Founder, Codezero Technologies

Bree Stanlake

Site Director, Creative Destruction Lab
Vancouver and UBC Sauder School of
Business

Michael Volker
CEO, WUTIF Capital & Angel Investor

Bob de Wit, Angel Investor

NEW VENTURES BC
COMPETITION TEAM

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Angie Schick

MENTOR/JURY “WRANGLER”
Floyd Sijmons

COMPETITION TEAM
Liz Bowell, Justine Nadia,
Mackenzie Dorsey, Monique Collins
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